Upcoming Events

Upcoming Bingo
Fundraiser-
February 7
Information inside

Religious
Education
has begun again,
however will be on
break Sunday,
January 18, for MLK
Weekend

Religious Education

class line-up

K-8 grades Sundays at 10:00
am (after Mass and
breakfast)

High School Youth Group
1st and 3rd Sunday
at 10:00 am

OCIA
11:00- 12:00

The food pantry
BACK IN PROGRESS
WEDNESDAY &
FRIDAY
9am TO noon

PARISH
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Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Men's Bible Study
Class News

The Men's bible class
will resume on
Wednesday,

Jan 7, 2026.

Each session starts at 5:30
pm (or after Mass) and ends
at 7:00 pm. All men of any
age are welcome. ..

FARMERS

“STORE

COOPER

971 Smithville Highway, Sparta, TN 38583
PHONE: (931) 738-3838  Open Sam-6pm (Mon-Sat)
ttpsi/ /wrww.formersstorehouse.com/
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OFFICE 83-POWER
(931) 837-6937

Eddie Wilson 26+ Yoars of Experience
(31l 979-4087 Licensed & Insured

eddiegedifiedelectricliccom
19 “Eify one another”

INFORMATION

9:am.-12pm I()()\R(bumu
Telephone: . .
Baptism: If you are a new parishioner, you are
( 93 1) 73 8-2 14 0 Please contact invited to stop by or telephone
The Parish office about the the parish office to register and let us
birth of your child. know how we may be of service to you.
1 5 Eﬁ O Please call the church office
AL U LIl Reconciliation: (931)738-2140
Wedn;sdays 4.:30-5300 If you have new information, such as a
Website: Saturdays at 3:30-4:00 change of address or
www.standrewsparta.com and by appointment. phone numbers, or if you are moving
" from the parish,
Please send bulletin changes, Marriage: please call the Parish office at (931)
ads or announcements Please contact the Parish 931-738-2140
2 weeks ahead to: office at least 4 months in
: P advance for information and Please visit the parish website:
bulletinsacc@gmail.com scheduling
and sign up to receive the
weekly email newsletter and
Anointing of the Sickand parish-wide emals,
homebound:
Pastor: Please contact the Parish www.standrewsparta.com
Rev. Father Emmanuel Dirichukwu Office for information on FIND IT EASY AT THE
pastor@standrewsparta.com our Ministry of Care. BOTTOM OF THE WEBSITE!
Samantha Faust Father Emmanuel is Please like and Follow our
Parish Co- Ordmator . church Facebook page:
parishcoordinator parta.com available to hear St AndrewCatholicChurch-Sparta, TN
Debi Donovan confessions on
Assistant Parish Co-Ordinator . s
parishcoordinator@standrewsparta.com Satu]t:days ﬁ‘Ol’X(li3. 30pm Al’ly par|5h
0 4pm and on
Elizabeth Bates OCDS 4p me_m bers_ .
_ Director of Religious Education Wednesday from 4:30 who wish to join
. partacom|  pmto 5 pm. Other the Knights are
Marleen Loff Co-Ordinator confession times
Our Home Our Family Outreach we.lcome to t_alk
StandrewCCOutreach@yahoo.com may be arranged with any active
PARISH DEACONS directly with Father. member to sign
Robert "Bob" Graham up.

Stephen "Steve" AuBuchon

—#

www.standrewsparta.com

ST.
ANDREW

CATHOLIC CHURCH

829 Valley View Dr. Sparta TN. 38583

Sunday January 4, 2026

k3 MASS TIMES
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 am
Wednesday 5:00 pm
Thursday 9:30 am
ADORATION TIMES
‘Wednesday 4-5:00 pm
Saturday 3-4:00 pm
Sunday 8-8:30 am
CONFESSION TIMES
‘Wednesday 4:30-5:00 pm
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; wﬁm they saw the star, they were
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The Feastofthe giphany
of our Lor

Today is Epiphany of the Lord which informs the choice of the theme of our reflection, Beloved, Arise and
Shine! There is no better season to ask one to arise and shine than during this glorious season of the birth of
the Messiah and the New Year. This is the best time to call to mind once more the story of the rusty shield
which said to the Sun: “Dazzle me!" While the Sun responded: “Polish yourself, and | will dazzle you!"
Therefore, this season we must rise and shine because: “In His (Christ's) light we see light” (Ps 36, g).

by Fr. Njolu Canice
Chukwuemeka, C.5.5p

The term Epiphany is of Greek origin, epiphaninen. It is a verb with the g SYnonyms or r i “to
reveal,” “to manifest” or “to make known." It celebrates the many ways through which Jesus has revealed
himself to us. These include the events that bring to light his mission and divinity; the visitation of the Magi
(Mtt 2, 10-12); the baptism of Jesus (Mk 1, 9-11; and the miracle at Cana (Jh 2, 1-11). Objectively speaking only
good things are revealed while the bad ones are hidden to avoid shame. Even when the bad ones are
revealed, it is done in order to expose evil. They are not revealed with pride or joy.

The first reading of today from the prophet Isaiah enjoins us to: “Arise and Shine out Jerusalem, for your light
has come, the glory of the Lord is rising on you." This glory of the Lord is Christ himself who has come te dwell
amongst us. He is the source of all lights in the world. He is like the Sun, the source of all natural and earthly
lights. We are called to be like the moon, lenses and mirrors that pick up the light and reflect it without of
course diminishing its intensity or brightness. For this to be possible, we must first position ourselves on the
same axis with Christ the source of our light and life.

continued on page 3

This week's Major Sponsor g71 Smithville Hwy, Sparta, TN 38583  Tel:(931) 738-3838

Nativity Play pictures THE
courtesy of Mitchie KNIGHT'S
CORNER

The Knights will be leading the rosary
January 11 at 8:00

Won’t you spend
20 minutes with
our Lady?

ST ANDREW’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

CHILI

COOK-OFF
& BINGO

Feb 7 @ 5:00

after Mass meis . inge

The Knights of Columbus are hosting
breakfast this Sunday after the 8:30 Mass

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Hebrews 13:16

Farmers' Storehouse is a major sponsor of our bulletin.
7
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Please keep in mind:
All donations of the Second Collection goes to our
outstanding Outreach Program, unless otherwise stated.

ANDREW'S

Some
Narthex
Beauty

Saturday January 3, 2026
3:00-4:00 Adoration
3:30-4 Confession

4:00 Mass JACK HASSETT R.LP.

pre

Sunday January 4, 2026
8:00- 8:30 Adoration
8:30- Mass INTENTION: FOR THE PARISH

Saturday January 10, 2026
3:00-4:00 Adoration

3:30-4 Confession

4:00 Mass CATHERINE MANTHEY. R.LP.

Sunday January 11, 2026
8:00- 8:30 Adoration

8:30- Mass INTENTION: FOR THE PARISH

Mivistry Schedule

January 10/11
Jim Spa Justin Acharya
Cathy Clayton John Hawco, Victor Vale

Sondra Tersigni Casey Geer

Lynnleigh Masters, Candice Adare

&

January

Anniversaries
Evan & Kimberly Sanford
Co 19th

January Birthdays
Mark Tylka 4th
Evan Sanford 5th
~ Parker Masters  6th

MASS INTENTIONS

JANUARY

Jack Hassett. R.I.P. 3
Catherine Manthey R.I.P. 10
Mark Peterson R.I.P. 17
Katherine Manthey R.I.P. 24
Ronald Manthey R.I.P. 31

I
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June Acharya, Taj Acharya
Jim Spa, Barbara LeBlanc, Victor Vale
Vols, Knights Knights of Columbus

continued from front page!

In the second reading, Paul makes a very important salvific point. This is the fact that this light which
Christ shines upon us does not segregate or discriminate. He writes: “It means that pagans now share
the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body, and that the same promise has been made
to them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel.” Paul simply affirms the scripture which says that God
allows hi it/rain to fall on both the good and the bad. He allows it upon the good in order to make
him better and upon the bad in order to transform him to good.

Today's gospel reminds us that Christ, revealed himself to us through his stars. So, we are called like the
three wise men in our gospel today to follow and adore him because: “All nations shall fall prostrate
before you O Lord!™(Ps 71, 3). However, our worship must be sincere like the Magi's as opposed to the
false proposal of king Herod. It must be a genuine worship devoid of deceit. In light of this, we must
offer ourselves completely to Him. If we humbly adore and pay our new born king fitting and sincere
homage, our own light and star will equally shine forth and others will see it and search for us in order
to pay us homage.

Today, God reveals himself to us because he is good and loving. The light that shines forth upon us
today is the light of life. Today the Lord Jesus Christ further extends and expands the horizon of his love
to us by not being selfish. Rather, he allows his light to shine on us in order to illumine the darkness of
our lives. The Lesson today is that as Christ illumines our lives this New Year with his own light and divine
presence, we too must pass on the light. Another is that if we must get to our heavenly destination, we
must continue to follow the star and light that Christ shows us.

Finally, we must not allow ourselves to be deceived or distracted. Trusting that God will not mislead or
misguide us, we must continue to look out for his star and light along the part of our journey to eternity.
Any time we are confused or come to the cross roads of life, we must seek divine guidance and counsel
in our lives. Let implore the Lord: Father, guide us with your light. Help us to recognize Christ in the
Eucharist and welcome him with love, for he is Lord forever and ever. Amen!

Peace be with you!

Maranatha!!

More Pictures from Christmas 2025

Daily Readings Prayer Requests

with Saints & Occasions
January 5-11

Monday Januat 2026

John Neumann, Bishop Obligatory Memorial
First:1John 3:22-4:6

Psalm: Psalms 2: 7bc-8, 10-11

Alleluia: Matthew 4: 23

Gospel: Matthew 4: 12-17, 23-25

Tuesday January 6, 2026

Sherry Hickey
Rose Rita Cerrillos
Katie Charfauros
Payton Newman
Jim Winton
Danny Gutierrez
Linda McGraw
Roseanna Hassett
Elaine Garrett

André Bessette, Religious H[;'idi H;IIund
a iane Barry
First: 1John 4: 7-10 <
Psalm: Psalms 72: 1-2, 3-4, 7-8 Verne &:0?"30 Clapp
Alleluia: Luke 4: 18 John Barry

Clara Magushak
Harry Dennis
Karen Norris

Gospel: Mark 6: 34-44

Wednesday January 7, 2026
Raymond of Pefiafort, Priest

) Pat Wilson
First: 1John 4:11-18 Andrzei Konwinski
Psalm: Psalms 72: 1-2, 10, 12-13 Anita Borski
Alleluia: 1Timothy 3: 16
Gospel: Mark 6: 45-52 McArgure; Massa
Thursday January 8, 2026 D::::l;;r';i

Christmas Weekday

First: 1John 4:19 - 5: 4

Psalm: Psalms 72: 1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17
Alleluia: Luke 4: 18

Sue Hubbard

X q To add someone
Gospel: Luke 4: 14-22 et o
Friday January 9 2026 email the office at:

Christmas Weekday

First: 1John 5: 5-13

Psalm: Psalms 147: 12-13, 14-15, 19-20
Alleluia: Matthew 4: 23

Gospel: Luke 5: 12-16

Saturday January 10, 2026

Names remain one month
Unless notified otherwise

Christmas Weekday Please Pra'y for the
First: 1John 5: 14-21

Psalm: Psalms 149: 1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and gb Repose Of the Soul
Alleluia: Matthew 4: 16 of

Gospel: John 3: 22-30

Sunday January 11, 2026 Tatum Reese Faust
Baptism of the Lord Feast May her SOul and the SOulS
First: Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7 . !

Psalm: Psalms 29: 1-2, 3-4, 9-10 of all the faithful departed
Second: Acts 10: 34-38

Alleluia: Mark 9: 7 through the mercy of God
Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 Rest lI'l Peace. Amen
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